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ORIGINAL ARTICLE

Current Situation and Issues of Inclusive
Education in Early Childhood Education:

Evaluation and Analysis Using the Inclusive Education Assessment Tool

Eonji KIMY Eishi OMICHI?

1) Disability Services Center, Miyagigakuin Women's University
2) Okinawa Prefectural Shimajiri Special Support School

ABSTRACT

Inclusive education has become a central education policies in Japan. The purpose of
this study was to clarify the current situation and priority issues of inclusive education
system in early childhood education in Yaeyama Islands. For these purposes, the survey
using the Inclusive Education Assessment Tool (IEAT) was conducted to evaluate the
special needs education system in early childhood education of Yaeyama Islands and its
results were analyzed through t-test.

The result have shown that have been made to focus efforts on “Improvement of human
and physical environment”. And “Improvement curriculum” was raised as priority issues.

As the Issues of inclusive education system in early childhood education of Yaeyama
Islands, the expertise of special needs education should be guaranteed, equal opportunity
should be guaranteed. These results were suggested for efforts for early childhood

education of inclusive education system construction.
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